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“A power of attorney is one of the more useful estate 
planning devices available today. The vast majority of estate 

plans created by people in the state of Florida include one, 
and typically more than one, of these essential documents.” 
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 A power of attorney is one of the more useful estate planning devices available 

today. The vast majority of estate plans created by people in the state of Florida 

include one, and typically more than one, of these essential documents. 

Unfortunately, there is a lot of confusion in the general population about what a 

power of attorney is, what it does, and why they can be so useful to people 

interested in the estate planning. Today, we will begin a two-part discussion on 

the use of powers of attorney in Florida by taking a look at some common 

questions about them. 
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WHAT IS A POWER OF ATTORNEY? 

A power of attorney is a special kind of legal document. When people create a 

power of attorney, they create a tool that will allow them specific abilities. 

Further, because powers of attorney are so flexible, they can convey multiple 

abilities at the same time. Powers of attorney can be broad, limited, apply only in 

specific situations, apply only at certain 

times, or operate with other restrictions 

as you might need. 

 

More specifically, a power of attorney is a 

document that gives one person, called a 

principal, the ability to delegate some or 

all of his/her decision-making abilities to 

another person, called an agent or 

attorney-in-fact. Once granted decision-

making abilities through a properly 

crafted power of attorney, the agent can 

make decisions, or enter into agreements 

on behalf of the principal in the same way 

the principal could on his or her own. 

 

HOW DOES A POWER OF ATTORNEY WORK? 

A power of attorney is a legal document that conveys certain abilities and must 

comply with specific laws. For example, every state requires that, in order to 

create a power of attorney, a principal has to be at least 18 years old and of sound 

mind. Further, the document the principal creates has to include specific 
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information, such as naming who the agent is, what powers the principal 

delegates to that agent, and other specific pieces of information depending on the 

state in which the principal resides, or the state in which the agent will act on the 

principal's behalf. 

 

Agents, like principals, must be capable adults, and agents must be willing to take 

on the responsibility of acting as the principal's representative. A principal can 

have multiple agents, and agents can be either individuals or organizations. 

For example, a principal might decide that she wants her sister to act as her agent 

under a health care power of attorney, while at the same time decide that she 

wants her bank to act as agent under her financial power of attorney. 
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WHAT KINDS OF POWERS ARE THERE? 

 We will discuss in more detail the kinds of abilities that you can grant to your 

agent when you create a power of attorney. For now, what you need to know is 

that, in general, there are two main types of powers: financial and health care. As 

the names imply, a financial power of attorney gives an agent the right to manage 

your money or finances, while a health care power of attorney gives an agent the 

ability to make medical or health care decisions on your behalf. 

 

CREATING POWERS OF YOUR OWN 

Whether you have relatively simple estate planning needs, or are considering a 

plan that involves multiple complicated elements, one or more powers of attorney 

will allow your abilities that other estate planning devices simply do not have. 

The ability to name an agent or 

representative, and to have that 

person make decisions on your 

behalf is a valuable tool. This tool 

is applicable in a wide variety of 

situations. 

 

At the same time, this flexibility 

in how you choose to use your 

power of attorney can also be a 

complication. Deciding what limitations to impose on your representative, what 

abilities you want your agent to have, choosing the right person or organization to 

represent you, and other important choices that you face when you create a 

power of attorney all require the advice and guidance of an experienced lawyer. 
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Whether you have a power of attorney in place, are considering creating one, or 

know you need one, you should talk to us first before you make any final 

decisions about powers of attorney. Knowing what your options are before you 

create these powerful documents is the best way to ensure that you get the most 

out of any powers of attorney you choose to include with your estate plan. 
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Vero Beach law offices of Robert J. Kulas, P.A. Because he believes that 
helping his clients manage their personal affairs wisely is one of the most 
worthwhile professional activities he can pursue, he has devoted his 
practice exclusively to estate planning. 

Robert has invested considerable time and energy helping to educate 
others in estate planning and is widely regarded as a dynamic speaker 

who can make even the most complex estate planning issues easy to grasp. He provides free 
monthly seminars to inform the public on the importance of proper estate planning. Over the 
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About Robert J. Kulas, P.A. Attorneys at Law 

Robert J. Kulas, P.A. Attorneys at Law is a full service estate planning and wealth preservation 
law firm servicing Port St. Lucie and Vero Beach, Florida. 

The firm is dedicated to providing you with quality estate planning resources, so you can 
become familiar with all of the existing options. When you visit or call the office, we want you 
to feel comfortable discussing such an important issue concerning both you and your family. 
We want to arm you with the information you need to make an informed decision about your 
family's future. 
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