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In today's second part of our two-part special on estate planning for seniors in 

Florida, we're going to take a look at some additional questions that many seniors 

have questions about. As with anything you read about estate planning legal 

topics, it's important to understand that nothing you read will ever be a substitute 

for legal advice. If you have specific questions, or are worried about something 

that is affecting your life, you need to speak to attorney as soon as possible.  

In the meantime, here are some common questions that many seniors have about 

their Florida estate plans. 
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WHAT CAN I DO ABOUT INHERITANCES? 

An inheritance plan is one of the primary components of almost every state plan 

that people in Florida create. Choosing how you want to leave your property after 

you die is one of the most important, and personal, decisions you will have to 

make when you craft a plan. Not only do you have to decide what kind of 

inheritances you want to leave, but you will also have to choose the manner in 

which you leave them.  

 

It's also important to point out that, even though many people believe otherwise, 

you are under no general legal obligation to leave an inheritance to any of your 

family members. Though you 

cannot completely disinherit 

a spouse, you do not have to 

leave inheritances to, for 

example, your children, 

grandchildren, siblings, or 

anyone else who is related to 

you. 

 

While it is true that, should 

you die without an estate plan 

or leave behind a plan that is legally invalid, your family members will inherit 

from you, you are capable of changing these default inheritance rules by crafting 

a plan of your own. As long as you make sure the inheritance plan you create is 

legally enforceable, you can choose to give inheritances to whomever you wish, 

and can disinherit those who would otherwise inherit from you automatically. 
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WHAT ARE ADVANCE DIRECTIVES? 

Another essential estate planning issues that seniors in Florida need to consider 

is the question of what you want to do when it comes to health care and medical 

choices. Specifically, you need to consider what might happen to you and your 

medical wishes if you lose the ability to communicate.  

 

For example, should you be suffering from the effects of Alzheimer's disease or 

dementia in the future, will your doctors and family members know the kind of 

treatment and care you would wish to receive? If you cannot express yourself, or 

lose the ability to make choices, the only way to be sure that your wishes will be 

protected is by creating advance directives.  
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An advance directive is simply a legal document that expresses your medical 

choices in a written format. Not only can you express specific wishes, but you can 

also appoint others to represent your interests and make decisions on your 

behalf. 

 

WHAT ABOUT LONG-TERM CARE? 

Many Florida seniors are also concerned about the need for long-term care. 

Should you, for example, need to one day reside in the nursing home, do you 

know how you would pay for? If you're planning on using Medicaid, can you be 

certain that this option will be available to you when the time comes? 
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Anyone who is worried about needing long-term care in the future will need to 

consider these, as well as many other, questions. You might also need to take 

specific steps now so that your long-term care wishes will be protected in the 

future.  

 

YOU NEED ADVICE BEFORE YOU MAKE ANY 
CHOICES. 

Seniors in Florida who are considering making or modifying estate plans need 

legal advice. The reality is that, even if you have a comprehensive estate plan in 

place, it's very difficult for the average person to fully understand what options 

are available to them unless they speak to an experienced estate planning lawyer. 

Even if you don't believe that you need to make any changes to your plan, or that 

your needs are very simple, the only way to be sure that you have properly 

protected yourself is by scheduling an appointment to come talk to us as soon as 

possible. 

Regardless of your age or circumstances, the only way to be certain that you have 

a plan that is right for you is to sit down with us so we can discuss the issues that 

are important to you and make you aware of the available options.  
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SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT TODAY 

For seniors, procrastination is not a word you can afford to use very often. Our 

needs change as we get older, and we have to be ready to change with them. 

Creating an estate plan that addresses all of the important issues you might face 

in the near or distant future is absolutely essential if you are senior citizen in the 

state of Florida.  

 

Regardless of your age, financial circumstances, or personal health, having an 

estate plan in place is something every senior needs to do. Unfortunately, though 

the attorneys and staff at the Robert J Kulas, PA have years of experience helping 

Florida seniors craft comprehensive estate plans, we cannot help you until you 

decide to talk to us.  

 

If you haven't done so yet, schedule an appointment to sit down and speak with 

us about the kind of plan you might need. Once you have taken the time to create 

a plan, you'll feel much better about the future, and will be able to rest easy 

knowing that you have done everything you can to protect yourself and your 

family. 
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Robert is the founder and principal shareholder in the Port St. Lucie and 
Vero Beach law offices of Robert J. Kulas, P.A. Because he believes that 
helping his clients manage their personal affairs wisely is one of the most 
worthwhile professional activities he can pursue, he has devoted his 
practice exclusively to estate planning. 

Robert has invested considerable time and energy helping to educate 
others in estate planning and is widely regarded as a dynamic speaker 

who can make even the most complex estate planning issues easy to grasp. He provides free 
monthly seminars to inform the public on the importance of proper estate planning. Over the 
past twenty years, thousands of people have come to hear him speak. “Helping people 
understand their options for estate planning is very important to me,” Robert said. “I like to 
think that people in our community can look to me for the kind of quality information they 
need to decide what is best for them and their families.” 

About Robert J. Kulas, P.A. Attorneys at Law 

Robert J. Kulas, P.A. Attorneys at Law is a full service estate planning and wealth preservation 
law firm servicing Port St. Lucie and Vero Beach, Florida. 

The firm is dedicated to providing you with quality estate planning resources, so you can 
become familiar with all of the existing options. When you visit or call the office, we want you 
to feel comfortable discussing such an important issue concerning both you and your family. 
We want to arm you with the information you need to make an informed decision about your 
family's future. 
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