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“In this second part in our two-part discussion of pet plans 
in Florida, we are going to take a closer look at pet trusts, 

how they work, and what they're composed of. As we 
discussed in Part 1 of this discussion, pet trusts are  

one of the best tools available to pet owners  
who want to protect their animals.” 
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In this second part in our two-part discussion of pet plans in Florida, we are 

going to take a closer look at pet trusts, how they work, and what they're 

composed of. As we discussed in Part 1 of this discussion, pet trusts are one of the 

best tools available to pet owners who want to protect their animals. No matter 

what might happen to you in the future, creating a pet trust will give you peace of 

mind in knowing that your animal(s) will be protected. 
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THE TRUST CORPUS 

The person who creates a trust, known as a trustor, has to decide what property 

to transfer into the trust's name. All trusts own property. This property, referred 

to as the trust corpus, can be almost anything you like, as long as you make sure 

to properly transfer it into the trust's name. (This is known as funding the trust.) 

Once transferred, the trust will become the new owner of that property, and will 

use it in accordance with the terms the trustor establishes when he or she creates 

the trust instrument. The trust instrument is the document that states the rules 

under which the trust 

operates, as well as names 

the important people 

involved with its operation, 

such as the trustee and the 

caregiver.  

 

Though there are limits on 

how much property a 

trustor can transfer into a 

pet trust, the corpus is 

typically comprised of enough money to ensure that the pet's lifetime needs will 

be cared for. Of course, depending on the type of animal the trust is protecting, 

this could mean very different things. A trust for a large dog that might only live 

for 10 years or so will be different than a trust for a collection of rare birds that 

might live for 30 years or longer. 
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THE TRUSTEE 

The trustee is the person or organization responsible for managing the trust 

corpus. When the trustor establishes the rules under which the trust will operate, 

he or she will name the trustee, as well as alternative trustees if the original is 

unable or unwilling to serve. Trustees have to be competent adults, or capable 

organizations, and must be willing to serve in the role. 

The trustee's job is to manage the trust property and use it to pay for the expenses 

associated with caring for the pet(s) covered under the trust. Depending on the 

terms of the trust, the trustee might also be entrusted with other powers, such as 

the power to choose or remove a caregiver. 
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THE CAREGIVER 

The person, or sometimes the organization, responsible for caring for your pet 

under a pet trust is known as the caregiver. This is the person who will, usually, 

house the pet and care for its needs. The caregiver can be almost anyone you like, 

as long as that person is willing and capable of caring for the pet's needs. 

The caregiver will naturally 

incur expenses in caring for 

the pet, such as buying food, 

veterinary care, etc. These 

expenses will be paid for by 

the trust, but it's up to the 

trustee to compensate the 

caregiver. 

In some situations, the 

caregiver doesn't work out. 

In many pet trusts, the 

trustor gives the trustee the authority to remove the caregiver if the caregiver 

cannot properly care for the pet. Should this happen, the trustee can also choose 

a new caregiver to take over caregiving duties in this situation.  

Note, the caregiver in a pet trust is technically the beneficiary, meaning he or she 

is the person who can use or benefit from the trust corpus. However, it's the pet's 

needs that the pet trust is really targeting, and the caregiver is there to ensure the 

pet's needs are looked after. 
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TALK TO YOUR LAWYER ABOUT YOUR PET 

A good pet plan will allow you to rest easy knowing that, should something 

happen to you, your animals 

will be cared for. Whether you 

have a dog, cat, bird, or 

anything else, you cannot have 

the certainty of knowing your 

pet is protected without first 

making a pet plan. The details 

of that plan not only have to 

meet your individual needs, 

and match the needs of your 

animal(s), but also have to be 

constructed in light of Florida 

law.  

 

In other words, if you want to 

protect your pets, you need to 

talk to your estate planning 

attorney as soon as possible. 

Creating a pet plan is not 

difficult, but it's not something 

most people should do on heir own. If you're concerned about protecting your 

pet, contact us as soon as possible so we can help you begin the pet planning 

process. 
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family's future. 
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